HAZARD COMMUNICATION

A Healthy Responsibility

INTRODUCTION

Chemicals are used to manufacture many materials and objects that are important in our lifestyle,  but as helpful as chemicals are, some of the ones used in industry can be dangerous.

Telling you what these hazards are helps your employer protect you.  Knowing the hazards helps you recognize the dangers of certain chemicals and the importance of handling them safely.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has developed a Hazard Communication Standard to make sure this needed information reaches you and your employers.

ELEMENTS OF THE STANDARD

The Hazard Communication Standard focuses on five main areas:

· Identifying hazardous materials

· Product warning labels

· Material Safety Data Sheets, or MSDSs

· A written Hazard Communication Program

· Employee training.

CHEMICAL HAZARDS

There are two types of chemical hazards;

· Physical hazards: Can produce a dangerous situation outside your body.

· Health hazards: Can damage your health.

· Acute health hazards do their damage rapidly from short-term exposure.

· Chronic health hazards affect the body slowly through long-term exposure.

REQUIREMENTS OF THE STANDARD

The Hazard Communication Standard requires chemical manufacturers and importers to:

· Identify all physical and health hazards of any material they produce or bring into the country.

· Report these hazards by: 

· Attaching a warning label to each container of the chemical.

· Sending an accurate MSDS to any company to whom the material is shipped.

Each employer that uses hazardous chemicals acts on this information by:

· Identifying all hazardous materials in the workplace

· Obtaining an up-to-date MSDS for each one

· Adopting necessary engineering controls, protective equipment and safe work practices

· Making sure all workers receive the information and training they need to do their job safely.

It's up to you, the individual worker, to use this information.

· Read and follow the instructions on product warning labels and the MSDS.

· Use any necessary protective equipment

· Follow the safe work practices given in your employee training.

PRODUCT WARNING LABELS

Warning labels are designed to alert you that a material is dangerous.  They must identify all the hazards of a material, but they might not tell you everything you need to know about controlling those dangers or protecting yourself.

With a few exceptions, labels are required on:

· All containers of hazardous material in the workplace

· All containers of hazardous material being shipped from one workplace to another.

Warning labels must give the following information:

· The name of the material

· All its physical hazards and health hazards.

Labels on containers being shipped from one location to another must also give the name, address and phone number of a responsible source of information about the material.

This information can be given in words, symbols or pictures.  It must be easy to see and easy to read.

Be sure to do your part in using this information effectively:

· Read the label on the container of every chemical you use.

· Check the MSDS whenever you need more information about how to control the material's hazards.

· Follow the instructions the label gives you.

EXCEPTIONS

In certain situations containers need not be labeled, even if they contain hazardous materials:

· If several stationary containers in a single area hold similar materials, the warning can be given on area signs, rather than labels on each container.

· For stationary process containers, standard operating procedures or other written warnings can be used instead of container labels.

· Pipes need not be labeled.

· Portable containers do not have to be labeled if the chemical was transferred from a labeled container and is immediately used by the worker who transferred it.

· Be careful around all chemical containers whether or not they are labeled.

THE MSDS

The MSDS gives employers and workers detailed information about the hazards of specific materials and how to control them.

MSDSs are available to workers in the area where each hazardous material is used.

Each MSDS should tell you the following:

· The common name and the chemical name of the material, unless this information is a trade secret

· The name, address and phone number of the manufacturer

· Emergency number you can use to get immediate information on specific hazards

· The date the form was written or last revised

· Any hazardous ingredients in the chemical

· Information about the chemical's hazards, if the material is a trade secret.

· Physical information that will help you identify the chemical and how it behaves.

· Fire and explosion information:

· The material's flash point, autoignition temperature, and upper and lower flammability limits

· Material to use to put out fires involving this chemical

· Special fire-fighting techniques and equipment

· Any unusual fire or explosion hazards.

· Dangers from chemical reactions with this material:

· Whether the  chemical itself is stable or unstable

· Conditions and other materials which can cause reactions with this chemical

· Any dangerous substances that can be produced when it reacts.

· Measures to control the chemical's hazards:

· Engineering controls

· Personal protective equipment

· Safe storage of the chemical 

· Safe handling practices.

· Information about the chemical's health hazards:

· Safe exposure limits, such as Permissible Exposure Limit (PEL) and Threshold Limit Value(TLV)

· Acute and chronic symptoms of exposure

· The chemical's main routes of entry into the body

· Medical conditions that can be made worse by exposure

· Whether the chemical can cause cancer

· Emergency and first aid treatments.

· How to deal with spills and leaks:
· Clean-up techniques
· Personal protective equipment to be used during clean-up
· How to dispose of waste materials.
The information on the MSDS can help you make your workplace safe.

· Know where the MSDS for every hazardous chemical in your work area is kept.

· Be familiar with the most important points for each hazardous material you use.

· Check the MSDS whenever you need more information.

· Be ready to find emergency response information on your company's MSDS form quickly.

· Follow the safety practices the MSDS gives you.

THE WRITTEN HAZARD COMMUNICATION PROGRAM

The written Hazard Communication Program describes the chemical hazards in your wokplace and how you will be told about these dangers. It includes:

· A list of all the hazardous materials in your workplace

· How the needed labels, MSDSs and employee training will be provided

· How employees will be informed of hazards from unlabeled pipes

· How workers will be told the hazards of non-routine tasks.

You can request any of this information through your company's written Hazard Communication Program.

EMPLOYEE TRAINING

Employee training is given to make sure everyone who uses hazardous chemicals is taught how to work with them safety.  Effective training focuses on the specific hazards each worker faces in his own individual job.

Your training should cover four main subjects:

· How to detect the release of hazardous chemicals 

· The hazards of all chemicals in your work area and the dangers of any job you may have to

do

· How to protect yourself from these dangers

· The details of the Hazard Communication Program developed by your employer.

By following the safe work practices explained in your training, and using the information from product warning labels and MSDSs, you can help keep hazardous chemicals under control in your workplace.

SUMMARY

Your written Hazard Communication Program should include:

· A list of all hazardous chemicals

· Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS)

· Availability of training sessions.

All materials will have warning labels listing the material name, hazardous ingredients, warnings and the manufacturer's name.

Never assume an unlabeled container is harmless.

The Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) will include:

· The name of the material

· Hazardous ingredients and the Permissible Exposure Limit (PEL)

· Physical description of chemical ingredients

· Fire and explosion information

· Health hazards and symptoms

· How to deal with spills and leaks.

Attend training sessions.  Your "Right to Know" only works if you use it.
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