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Pearl Harbor-based frigate rescues 198 Ecuadorian migranfs in the Eastern
Pacific

MANTA, ECUADOR- Yesterday, Pear] Harbor-based frigate USS Reuben James (FFG 57)
transported 149 Ecuadorian migrants to Manta, Ecuador after rescuing them at sea. Spotted by
Naval aircraft during normal reconnaissance operations on March 30th, fishing vessel Margyl
Margarita was reported as having numerous men, women and children on deck. The Navy ship
located M/V Margyl Margarita after sunset and released a Navy boarding team to investigate.
The boarding team reported the ship to be non-operational with 98 men, 38 women and 13
adolescent-aged children onboard.

After the migrants were safely evacuated to the Reuben James, a San Diego-based U.S.
Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachment boarded the Margyl Margarita and discovered the
ship was slowly sinking, had no operational lighting and minimal supplies of food and water.
Consequently, the decision was made to provide refuge for the migrants and transport them back
to Ecuador.

Tents and makeshift facilities were erected on the decks of the Reuben James to provide
shelter for the Ecuadorian citizens. Cryptologic Technician (Technical) 1st class (SW) Jeremy
Hamilton who assisted in the rescue noted, “They knew that had [Reuben James] not come
along, they surely would have perished. They were very appreciative of all the comforts that
were given them from the blankets, towels, toiletries, and meals to the courtesy and respect that
they were shown.”

~ After the migrants were evacuated and a thorough investigation of the ship was
conducted, Margyl Margarita was deemed as a hazard to navigation. Reuben James was ordered
to sink the ship using the Close in Weapons System (CWIS) 1B. Gunner’s Mate 1st class (SW)
Oswaldo Cora, who served as one of the Navy boarding team members said, “Being apart of this
whole chain of events was special to me. Never before have I had the opportunity to do a
mission like this.” -
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On April 1, the USS Reuben James returned to Manta, Ecuador, a port call the ship had
recently made, to offload the migrants. After the citizens debarked and were released into
Ecuadorian custody, Reuben James returned to sea to continue with its assigned mission of
counter-narcotic operations. USS Reuben James has been deployed to the eastern Pacific Ocean
since February and is scheduled to return to Pearl Harbor later this month.
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